
People Certainly Talk 
In 'Streets of Laredo' 

By Harry MacArttiur 
The rash of westerns we have been getting lately has had at least 

one good point. Westerns, loaded though they may be with stock 
situations, do move, while a lot of other films are only allegedly mov- 

ing pictures. Now comes “Streets of Laredo” to prove that westerns 

also be dull, even when lavish wealth has been expended on film- 
ing them in Technicolor with a cast headed by William Holden, Wil- 
liam Bendix and Macdonald 

Carey. 
“Streets of Laredo” actually is 

a rather curious example of its 

type. You sit there watching it 
and wishing something would hap- 
pen. Then, if you take the trouble 
to count up after it is over, you 
find that it has had a fair quota 
of shooting and stage coach hold- 
ups, the villain gets his Just leaden 
desserts and boy gets girl. That’s 
all that happens in almost any 
western. 

The new picture at the Palace 
probably seems duller than others 
which achieve no more because it 
is such an everlastingly talky af- 
fair, the talk being couched in 
some of the most painful collo- 
quial terms in months, ah reckon. 
People are always telling other 
people whut they ain't a gonna do. 
Ah reckon, then talking it over 
awhile and finally doing it. 

* * * * 

“Streets of Laredo” is the story 
—and don’t let the originality of 
it all come as too great a shock— 
of three happy despar ados, who 
live the gay, good life of carefree 
banditry. Early in the proceed- 
ings they run afoul of a shady tax 
assessor and a young gamine 
(Mona Freeman) of the old west. 

• Before you quite know what’s go- 
ing on around here the strains of 
“Texas Rangers, We Sing Thy 
Glory” are awaft on the air and 
two of the bandits (Holden and 
Bendix) have joined up. 

They do this only because it 
seems like a good idea at the 
time, a strategic move that will 
allow them better to aid Carey, 
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STREETS (Jr LAREDO.” a Paramount 
relraw. produced by Robert Pellovt, di- 
rected by Leslie Ptnton, screenplay by 
Charles Marquis Warren At the Palace. 

THJE CAST" 
Jim Davkins_ William Holden 
Wahoo Jones_ William Bendix 
Lorn Remlnc _Macdonald Carey 
Rannie Carter_Mona Freeman 
Major Bailey _Stanley Ridies 
Charley Calico_AUonso Bedova 
Cantrel _ Ray Teal 
Pop Lint_Clem Bevans 
tire _James Bell 
Pipes _ Dick Foote 
Francisco _ Joe Dominguez 
Phil Jessup_Grandon Rhodes 
Mayor Towson_ Perry Ivins 

the unregenerate bandit. You 
hardly need to be told,,of course, 
that this thing is going to get 
them in the end, that they will be 
struck star-eyed with nobility and 
come to the parting with their old 
amigo. 

Elementary students of movie 
plots also will have no trouble 
guessing how the girl figures in 
this particular plot. If you think 
she falls for Carey, while Holden 
is smitten with her charms and 
that she ultimately sees the unre- 

formed bandit’s character and 
Holden’s true love in their proper 
perspective, you think correctly. 

* * * * 

Director Leslie Fenton has not 
been able to turn Charles Mar- 
quis Warren's screenplay into 
much more than a sagebrush 
talkfest, but there are hints here 
and there that he has tried. In 
the climactic scene between Holden 
and Carey, for example, he uses 

their word-sparring to build up 
a moderately high pitch of sus- 

pense. 
The playing in “Streets of 

Laredo” is every bit up to the re- 

quired standard, the work of 
actors who are conscientious if 
not inspired by their roles. Miss 
Freeman is spirited as the western 
gamine and certainly can’t be 
blamed for the words that1 have 
been put Into her mouth. Holden 
is his usual steely-eyed self and 
Bendix Is his usual comedy relief 
self. Carey looks like Robert 
Mltchum impersonating Adolphe 
Menjou (or being impersonated by 
Adolphfe Menjou). 

The title of,the Palace picture 
may cause you to fret a bit, but 
don’t let it worry you. The actors 
get around to the streets of 
Laredo, or one dusty street in 
Laredo, Just before quitting time. 

In 1934, average meat consump- 
tion by Americans dropped to 117 

pounds, compared with 145 

pounds in 1948 and 151 in 1900. 
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BOBCAT — Mona Freeman 
plays a lively young woman of 
the Old West in “Streets of 
Laredo,’’ at the Palace. 

Where and When 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Ambassador—“Colorado Terri- 

tory”; 1. 3:10, 5:15. 7:25 and 9:40 
p.m. 

Capitol—“City Across the 
River”; 11 am, 1:45, 4:30. 7:15 
and 9:55 p.m. Stage shows: 
12:45, 3:30, 6:15 and 9 p.m. 

Colombia—"A f r i c a Screams”; 
10:45 am.. 12:35, 1:30, 4:25, 6:15, 
8:10 and 10 pm. 

Dupont—"T he Chips Are 
Down;” 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:35 and 
9:40 pm. 

Hippodrome—“L’Orage;” 3:45, 
6:45 and 9:45 p.m. 

Keith’s — “Johnny Allegro”; 
11:40 am., 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:35 
and 9:35 p.m. 

Little—“South Riding”; 11:15 
am., 2:20, 5:25 and 8:40 p.m. 

National—“K n o q k on Any 
Door”; 11:20 a.m., 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 
7:20 and 9:20 p.m. 

Palace—"Streets of Laredo”; 
11:15 am.. 1:20, 3:30, 5:35, 7:40 
and 9:50 p.m. 

Pix—“Lady in a Jam”; 2:J0, 
4:50, 7:25 and 10:05 pm. 

Playhouse—"Quartet”; 11 a.m., 
1, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30 and 9:40 p.m. 

Trans-Lux — “Tulsa”; 10:50 
am., 12:40, 2:35, 4.25, 6:15, 8:06 
and 9:55 p.m. 

Warner—"Colorado Territory”; 
11 a.m., 1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40 and 
9:55 pm. 
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A starfish that loses an arm 

can grow another. And the arm 

can grow a new body. The one- 

I celled animal never grow's old and 
I never dies unless it is eaten by 
another animal or meets with an 

accident. To propagate, it simply 
divides itself In two. 

George Raft 
Plays Raft 
At Keith's 

JOHIfjrr ALLEGRO- • CoSttMbrt re- 
leu- prodaccd. b> Irrtis* *:»rr directed 
b? Ted TetzUB zcreebPIat t? Keren I>- 
Woi! usd G-j Eridore At Kf-tb ». 

THX CAST. 
Jobrr.r AUegro -******* 2*, 

Add**” G’on. Hf.irj 

?Ma v~° SK>EK2 
Bte "’SEuTiSS 
oriTtiT‘. RTS »“» 

Karen De Wolfe and Guy En- 

dor«* have the golden key to suc- 

cess in their hands, whether they 
are aware of it or not. They 

know how to write actor-proof 
movie scripts, unless the one for 
Johnny Allegro" was arrived at 

by accident. Anyhow, they wrote 

the screenplay for “Johnny Alle- 

gro” and it has turned out to be 

a passable program melodrama, 
despite the presence of George 

Raft. Undoubtedly they were 

writing with Mr. Raft in mind, 
of course, and the scenairo de- 

mands only that he look and talk 

like George Raft. This is the 

one acting chore he can perform 
without straining his talent or 

your credulity. 
The story of the new film at 

Keiths is not bursting at the 

seams with surprises, or even 

very good sense, but Dirac tor Ted 

Tetzlaff has givefl it a nice pace 
aad a proper amount of suspense. 
As a matter of fact, if you let 

vourself relax you may find your- 
self starting to show concern 

over George Raft's safety, of all 

things. 
Johnny Allegro < Raft > is a re- 

spectable florist with a yen for 
a blonde (Nine Foch). The blonde 
indicates a yen for him. A Treas- 

ury Department man indicates 
that he could use the help of 

Johnny Rock, nee Allegro, an 

ex-gangster who owes some time 

to Sing-Sing and would like to 

have some of it knocked off, 
wouldn’t he? In no time at all, 
Johnny and the blonde are on an 

island and her husband turns out 
to be a dastardly type passing 
queer money, not to make a quick 
buck, but because "They” want 

to undermine the country's finan- 
cial system. 

Mr. Raft, as has been noted, 
plays Mr. Raft raftly. Miss Foch 

plays the blonde siren blondely 
and sirenly. George Macready, 
the villian of the piece, proves 
himself one of the best actors 
who ever found himself in a Raft 
melodrama. Will Greer does a 

nice job. too. marked by more 

sincerity than the script is. 
H.M. 
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Hollywood Diary 
Vera Ellen to Dance With Astaire 

.- By SKc4«h Gratam...— 
Verm Ellen and Fred Astaire 

play Mr and Mrs. Bert Kalmar sr. 

"Three Little Words, movie bit* 
of Kalmar and Harry Ruby Red 
Skelton will be Ruby with Betty 
Garrett as his sidekick. This is a 

but break for Vera Ellen because 
Mrs. Kalmar was Jessica Brown 
the famous dancer and Vera Ellen 
and Fred will go to town on the 
hoofing 

Rita Hayworth s stable of horses 
now adds up to four Of course 

that's only a start She hopes to 
catch up with Prince Aly. but that 
will lake some catching—Aly has 
1 500 brood mares alone So. with 
this new sport to keep her busy 
Rita has postponed her return to 
Hollywood until November A 
small voice inside me asks, "Will 
she ever retum,‘’ 

Anne Jeffreys may have the big 
opportunity she has been looking 
for to show Hollywood her stuff 
She has signed to play the lead 
in Los Angeles in "Kiss Me, Kate 
Now it’s up to the producers to 
look, listen, and sign here to the 
deal she deserves. 

Peggy Cummins has a big crush 
on John Dali, and vice versa 

Peggy’s romance with Britisher 
Derek Dunnit is in the icebox 

Talking of love. Brian Donlevy 
is burning up the long-distance 
wires from New York conversing 
here with Audrey Totter every 
night. Brian was supposed to 

stay two weeks in the East, but 
can’t bear the separation from 
Audrey. He s flying back imme- 
diately after his television stmt 
in Manhattan Then expect 
them to announce the engage- 
ment. 

* * * * 

Dana Andrews tells me—“I'm as 
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LADIES 40c 

GENTLEMEN 60c 
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1 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT 

SWIMMING POOL 
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fit as a fiddle denying the new 

rumor that he was a sack boy 
again. and I'm starting 'My Fool- 

ish Heart for Sam Goldwyn right 
sway I play a soldier again, a 

dr i U may -care- take- em and 
leaic- em guy With Susan Hay- 
ward, Kent Smith and Lot? 
Wheeler 

Marta Monte* has imported ail 
Use available members of her fam- 
ily to Pans Her sisters Luctta 
and Ardita are there or going 
Maria is now building up into one 
of the important stars in the 
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